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An Outline of Philosophy. John Watson, LL.D., Professor of Moral 
Philosophy in Queen's University, Kingston, Canada. Second Edition. 
Glasgow, James Maclehose and Sons ; New York, The Macmillan Co., 
1898. — pp. xxii, 489. 

This is the second edition of Professor Watson's Comte, Mill, and Spencer. 
The title has been changed, and the book has been much enlarged by the 
addition of 1 80 pages which bear the title "Notes Historical and Critical." 
The original texts remain the same, with the exception of a few changes 
' 'especially in chapters VI and X. " The notes are intended ' 'to give a fuller 
view of the topics discussed in the body of the work, and to show their his- 
torical application." Only such notes have been introduced as seemed best 
fitted to throw additional light on the text. In the important notes the 
following subjects receive most attention : The Platonic and Aristotelian 
criticism of Phenomenalism, Aristotle's definition of Philosophy, Mathemat- 
ical knowledge, Descartes and Kant, Lotze's Theory of Knowledge, the 
Problem of Human Freedom. It is impossible to discuss these additions to 
the work without criticising anew the original text with which they are so 
closely associated. It is sufficient to say that they are written in a clear, 
succinct way, and add considerably to the nature of the work as a whole. 

David Irons. 

Kritik der reinen rechtlich-gesetzgebenden Vernunft, oder Kant' s Rechts- 
philosophie. Von Dr. A. Eleutheropulos. Zweite Auflage. Leip- 
zig, Otto Weber, 1898. — pp. 81. 

An interesting problem in interpretation is raised by the author of this 
little book. The objection is often urged against Kant that his theory of 
rights is inconsistent with his fundamental ethical principles. Dr. Eleu- 
theropulos is willing to admit that there is nothing in the Kritik der prak- 
iischen Vernunft to prepare the way for the Rechtslehre ; nevertheless he 
claims that the contents of the latter are strictly deducible from certain con- 
ceptions which are an integral part of Kantian doctrine, and which Kant 
himself might have brought together, had he chosen, into a Kritik der 
reinen rechtlich-gesetzgebenden Vernunft. The critique which the master 
did not write, the expositor — we can hardly say the pupil — has attempted 
to supply. The Rechtslehre, he tells us, is based upon the following a priori 
ideas : (1) freedom in external exercise, i. e., freedom from outer restraint, 
and (2) justice, or the social contract. By applying to these ideas the ma- 
chinery of the Critique of Pure Reason (instead of the Critique of Practical 
Reason as we should expect), a foundation is provided, which, it is claimed, 
will support the structure now resting upon sand. 

This bold attempt to add another member to the Kantian trilogy suggests 
a number of questions, only one of which it is possible to consider here. Is 
it true that the Kritik der praktischen Vernunft provides a basis only for 
the Tugendlehre to the exclusion of the Rechtslehre ? The argument for the 
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affirmative answer runs as follows : The law of morality is addressed solely 
to the character, and ignores outer action. The Rechtslehre, on the other 
hand, deals solely with actions, in complete indifference to motives. Now, 
it is easy enough to find proof texts with which to bolster up this allegation 
of dualism, but it is possible to show that it is neither the only nor the best 
way in which to interpret Kant's doctrine. In the first place, it is obvious 
that no such distinction exists between purpose and action as is here pre- 
supposed ; the one necessarily passes over into the other, except when phys- 
ical causes prevent. Accordingly, the law which demands maxims thereby 
demands actions also, wherever the action is possible. And this fact — at 
times — Kant clearly recognizes. Hence the alleged dualism disappears, 
and the distinction between Rechtspjlicht and Tugendpflicht must have 
some other ground. And this is formulated with sufficient clearness by 
Kant himself. "Die Tugendpflicht ist von der Rechtspflicht wesentlich 
darin unterschieden, dass zu dieser ein ausserer Zwang moralisch-mbglich 
ist, jene aber auf dem freien Selbstzwange allein beruht." {Metaphysik 
der Sitten. Tugendlehre: Einleitung, II.) In case of compulsion, the action, 
of course, loses all moral value (though it may still remain the duty of the 
second party to apply the force), but from this the inference is by no means 
justified that it has no moral value when done out of respect for the law. 
Therefore Kant may properly write : ' ' Das Rechthandeln mir zur Maxime zu 
machen, ist eine Forderung die die Ethik an mich thut. ' ' (Metaphysik der 
Sitten. Rechtslehre: Einleitung, § C.) That Kant often lost sight of these 
simple principles, there can be no doubt. But we are bound to interpret 
him by the best that he has given us. And if we do, we shall find that 
his theory of rights is an integral part of his ethical philosophy, and as 
such is prepared for in the Critique of Practical Reason. 

Frank Chapman Sharp. 

Der Phaedo Platos und Mendelssohns. Inaugural-Dissertation von Otto 

Biltz. Berlin, Mayer und Miiller, 1897. — pp. 64. 

A descriptive outline of the two dialogues, Plato's and Mendelssohn's, an 
analysis of each, with an account of the sources other than Platonic of the 
work of Mendelssohn, and a brief summing up of results, form the course 
and content of this dissertation. As might be expected, and as the author 
himself admits, the principal conclusions do not materially differ from those 
reached by Kampe in his dissertation on the same subject published in 
1880 ; the resemblance between Mendelssohn's Phaedo and Plato's is ex- 
ternal and superficial, while the philosophical content is very different ; 
moreover, the points of difference are in general agreed upon. All this is 
shown here again very clearly and conclusively, but beyond this, the essay 
contains nothing of importance. There is a certain want of appreciation of 
the subtle movement in the last discourse of Socrates, as represented by 
Plato, when the several arguments for the immortality of the soul are di- 
vided and labeled as so many separate ' proofs, ' instead of being re- 



